
The Nursing Homes are open for visitors. 

Appointments are necessary. 

Cup of Love Bible Readings will be April 4-11. 

If you are interested in signing up please    

contact Bonnie at 870-350-0865. 

V Coopers  Memorial Service  will be held  

May 8th at 2:00 pm at the Church. 

Mary Hughes Memorial Service will be 

held at the Campground Cemetery in 

Winthrop, AR on May 1st at 10:00 am. 

 

 



HOLY SPIRIT RAIN  
 
Joel 2:23 
 
 “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath given you the former rain 
moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first 
month.” 
 
 The prophet Joel compared the natural rain with the spiritual outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The former 
rains come just after planting of the first seeds by the farmers. Just after the seed is dropped in and the 
soil covers over it, or it sits on top of the plowed ground. After the former rain has fallen, the time for 
growth comes. The seed takes root and begins to grow to the place where it breaks through the crust of 
the earth, forcing its way into the light of the sun, then takes the power of the sun and uses it to produce 
the life-giving nourishment for the plant to grow. The roots grow down deep, searching for water and 
nourishment and anchoring the plant in the place that the farmer has sown it. Without that rain, the seed 
simply dries up and dies. Rain causes things to grow and be fruitful. 
 
 That’s what the outpouring of the Holy Spirit does for you and I. We need to be nourished and refreshed. 
The seed is the Word of God. It has been planted in our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit and is contin-
ually being planted in our hearts. Then He leads us into the place where God has pre-established for us 
to work and grow and put down roots to become a productive plant in his garden.  
 
 As with crops, there comes a time in every person’s life they experience a drought of some type. It may 
be the drought of health when it seems like there is no end in sight to your physical problems. It may be 
the drought of finances when it seems like the bills are coming in faster than the money to pay them. It 
may be the drought of your occupation because you have lost the enjoyment of doing what you do for a 
living. There may be a drought in your marriage because you are staying together not because you love 
each other but just for the sake of the children. But of all the droughts I can think of, probably the worst is 
a spiritual drought. We have all had them. You pray but you feel like the prayers don’t leave the roof of 
your house. You read your Bible but it is like reading Greek and Hebrew and worse yet, it puts you to 
sleep; and you go to church and get absolute nothing out of it. We need new life poured into us. We need 
a fresh anointing? We need those showers of blessings. Not just for ourselves but for the sake of others 
we need refreshed.  
 
 As we are drawing nearer to that last great harvest of souls before the coming of the Lord, I can’t help 
but believe that God is getting ready to pour out the rain of the Holy Spirit, that Joel prophesied, on His 
people. I am looking for, hoping for, praying for and expecting a great revival, not just in our church, our 
community, but around the world. America needs the former rain and the latter rain together. Our church 
needs the former rain and the latter rain together. I need the former rain and the latter rain together. 
 
 We must have faith that the smallest cloud can bring the greatest rain. The little boy’s lunch in the hands 
of God fed 5,000... Or, the small stone in the hands of God killed a giant... Or the small town of Bethle-
hem became the birthplace of the Savior. Our much needed rain may come by giving our small things into 
the hands of a big God. 
 
 Without the outpouring of the Holy Spirit we are left barren and dry.  As we look to April for showers as 
people have for thousands of years; much more, let us look to God to refresh us and empower us for 
these last days.                                                                                          
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         2nd - Janice Howard 

         22nd - Christina Hudspeth 

         27th - Mickey Box 

         28th - Rachel Box 

THE CLEANSING RAIN 
 
Sharon Rose Lee 
 
I sit here watching the rain pour down, 
a soft and silent rain, all around our town. 
My thoughts drift to the maker of all, 
wondering how He made the rain to fall. 
 
We all know the stories of how the world begin, 
How the earth was brought together, and separated within. 
Looking at each drop; formed from a grain of sand, 
but to me, it seemed God was sprinkling from His hand. 
 
The answer appeared, as if etched from the drops, 
it was a cleansing God sent us, from the Heaven's atop. 
Taking our sins and washing them away, 
Unfortunately, they would return another day.  
 
But the rain would continue, no doubt in my mind, 
for each day and night, there will be sinners to find. 
From one side of the world, straight across to other 
the rain is sure to fall, to cover sins of one another. 
 
Though we complain of the rain, we should all stop and think, 
each time it falls, we should fall to our knees, begging of His love to drink. 
So blessed we are, that even though we keep sinning, 
as the rain keeps on falling, and He keeps forgiving. 
 
As lesson to all, we must continue to accept the rain, 
just as He hung on the cross, it was not done at all in vain. 
He opened His arms so wide to say,  
I love you my children, now let us pray. 
 
 Lord, rain on us! We need the rain of the Holy Spirit in our lives like never before. We need the rain, 
both the, former rain and the latter rain together. Water that seed so that I may grow spiritually and 
know you more. In Jesus name! Amen! 

Continued 



 

Cindy and David Larson - Health issues 

Bobby Beach 

Jane Shaltz 

Loretta Smith 

Bonnie - Diagnosed with Lung Cancer 

Hap - Richard’s friend with heart disease 

Jerry Howard 

Don Wheat - Lymphoma 

John Neil 

Darlene and Raymond Clark 


