
TOPS - Mon. @ 3 pm              

Cub Scouts - Mon. @ 5pm 

Kiwanis - Wed. @ Noon 

BUMMS - 3rd Thursdays @ 6pm 

Prayer Shawl - 1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 1:00 pm 

Game Night - 1st & 3rd Fridays @ 6pm 

Chuck Landis                   3rd 

Velma Campbell                4th 

Frances Emmett                 9th 

Dick Sager                            9th 

Carolyn Steely                   25th 
 

 



 

CHANGE IS HERE! 

 

 Change is not coming... It is here... Whether we like it or not... And... I do not like change. Every time I look in the  

mirror, I see change. Even some of our most constant routines are changing. For me... I lost my soul-mate a few months 
ago. I will be moving to pastor a new church in a few days. I will be starting a new chapter in my journey of life. 

 

 When I listen to the news both locally and nationally I am reminded that nothing stays the same. Distress of nations... 
Problems without remedies... Changes in culture, society and churches are daily occurrences. Things we held near and 
dear our whole life are changing.  

 

 I am reminded of the words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes chapter 3, 

 

 “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven:” 

 Then Solomon gives a list of things in life that change... 

A time to be born and a time to die 

A time to plant and a time to pull up what is planted 

A time to kill and a time to heal 

A time to break down and a time to build up 

A time to weep and a time to laugh 

A time to mourn and a time to dance 

A time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones 

A time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing (tough love) 

A time to gain and a time to lose 

A time to keep and a time to have a yard sale (italics my interpretation) 

A time to tear and a time to sew 

A time to keep silent and a time to speak 

A time to love and a time to hate 

A time of war and a time of peace” 

 

There are three things we need to remember about change… 

 

 Don’t get to comfortable with where you are, what you have and what you are doing, because things just might change. 
I am reminded of the words of Corrie ten Boom, “Hold everything in your hands lightly; otherwise it hurts when God 
pries your fingers open.” 

 

 Second, we must keep our focus on what is important, what really matters. In verse 11 of Ecclesiastes 3 Solomon said, 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time.” Honestly... I would have written “some things are beautiful”.  Solomon 
said everything is beautiful in its time... I think he was reminding us, Life is not a sprint... It’s a marathon... And, God 
knows what’s best for us. That area of our life where we hurt and struggle the most... God is working that thing out for 
our good.  

 

 Third, we must understand the next phrase Solomon wrote, “He has put eternity in their hearts.” In order to accept the 
changes in our life, in order to endure all the changes in our life, we have to weigh the changes with an eternal view.  

God is changing us, getting us ready for eternity where things will never change.                                                             
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The Greek philosopher Heraclitus (535BC-475BC) is credited for saying, “The only constant is change.” I agree with part 
of Heraclitus’ statement. Change is constant, but I know some things that will never change, things you and I can count 
on. 

 

 God never changes. Malachi 3:6, “For I am the Lord, I do not change;” 

 Jesus Christ never changes. Hebrews 3:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

 God’s Word never changes. 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness.” 

 

 I encourage you during our fast changing times, hold on to the things that never change and keep eternity in your focus. 

 

Father, You placed us in a changing world, and You even ask us to change. You understand how difficult change can be. 
Help us to know that often there is “no gain without some pain”. Thank You that we are secure in Your unchanging pres-
ence! You will never leave nor forsake us. It’s in the precious name of Jesus Christ that we pray, Amen. 

 I just wanted to take a moment to write and let you know that I am thankful for being in Berryville Arkansas. Thank 
you for your volunteer efforts which have been greatly appreciated here in the church. 

 

 You have taken time from the “busy-ness” of your own schedule to participate in ministry opportunity here at First 
UMC Church.  While the church has greatly benefited from your service, please understand that God Himself sees and 
rewards those who diligently work for Him with little or no regard for earthly recognition. 

 

 At times it may seem that much of the work is “behind the scenes”, and no one really cares.  I must encourage you and 
remind you that in reality it is God that we are working for, and all glory and honor should go directly to Him.  Our lives 
of service can have a tremendous impact on the wondering world around us. 

 

 Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. 

 

 William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, was interviewed near the close of his life. This is what he said: “God had 
all there was of me. There have been others who had greater plans, greater opportunities than I; but from the day I got a 
vision of what God could do, I made up my mind God would have all there was of William Booth.”  

 

 Again...Thank you, and may God bless your future.  

 

Pastor Andy 
 



Michael Ford   

Steve Cummins     

Max Cole   

Iris Rowe    

James & Rita Abbot       

Bobby Beach 

Jane Shaltz 

Loretta Smith 

Bonnie - Lung Cancer 

Don Wheat - Lymphoma 

Darlene and Raymond Clark 

 

 

 


