
 



 

 

There have been some times in my ministry when I didn’t know what to do. You may have come to 
the end of your rope at different times in your life. I have some ideas for goals for myself for the 
Berryville UMC.  
 

1. As possible, to increase the attendance for “in person” worship. There are a couple of 

variables that go along with this, of course. New normal—meaning COVID protocol. There 

are limits regarding the number of people we can accommodate for events/worship/activities 

in our facilities. And, there are people who will not attend gatherings for fear of being infected 

or who will not wear a mask even though they have not been vaccinated.  

2. Meet and/or visit by phone with as many members as possible. I have had church members 

say to me that they come to church regularly and do not expect me to visit them. Others have 

expected my visit whether or not they attend regularly. As with #1 above, there are COVID 

protocol issues which may impact this goal. I am concerned about close contact with 

persons/families who have not been vaccinated. Please do not be offended if I use sanitizer, 

refuse to shake hands, or wear a mask during our visit. 
3. Resume on-line worship posted to Facebook or other media. Since Pastor Andy had posted 

to the church’s and to his Facebook pages, I think that this needs to continue to our church’s 

Facebook page. Wouldn’t this help our outreach in terms of helping people to become 

“disciples of Jesus Christ who make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world”*?  (*From the Mission Statement of The United Methodist Church.)] 
4. Be diligent to insure the financial stability of the Berryville UMC. To me, this means preaching 

about tithing and faithful giving to our church. This means being transparent about the 

financial outlook for the church. This means establishing responsible stewardship of the gifts 

which our members and constituents have returned to the Lord for the work of the church. 

Maybe it will mean a Financial Giving Campaign.    
 

So, preacher, how are you going to do this? First of all, I have been praying about these issues 

for our church. I have asked for God’s guidance. I ask you to be in prayer for your church as well.  

 

Here are a few ways you can help: let me know of persons who need to be contacted 

(particularly those who are inactive resident members of the church); certainly let me know of 

persons who are sick or in the hospital; provide video equipment which can be connected to 

internet and operators; continue to support the church through your prayers, presence, gifts, 

service, and witness. 

 

                                                                                            In Jesus’ name, Brother David 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lynn R. Baker—Newest Member! Lynn has asked that she become an Affiliate 
Member of the Berryville UMC. Upon our retirement to Holiday Island, Lynn has 
been a member of the Eureka Springs UMC. She has been active in the church. 
We have helped with the “Answering the Call” feeding ministry as packers for the 
food which has been delivered and as drivers to deliver the packs of frozen meals 
for one person for a week. The packs also contain fresh fruit and vegetables as 
available. Lynn retired from the University of Central Arkansas, working in the 
Occupational Therapy Department. She had worked in higher education for over 
20 years. We have 2 sons and 3 grandchildren. She enjoys singing, walking, 
hiking, cooking, and adventures. I jokingly say that we hiked to every waterfall 
west of the Mississippi River and in New England (not true, but it makes the point). 
She has her eye set on a kayak. More adventure! Please welcome Lynn.  
      
                                                                                                                 Bro. David 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First United Methodist Church of Bella Vista will be hosting The Caring Congregation 
Seminar from Friday, August 27 at noon through Saturday, August 28 at 4:30pm. Learn 
how to create a laity team that works in partnership with pastors to provide 
congregational care ministry in the church family and community. This is an in-person 
event that will be hosted at First UMC in Bella Vista (20 Boyce Drive, Bella Vista, AR 
72715). The cost of $75 minimally covers textbooks, ministry tools, and food. This plus 
any travel or lodging are your only expenses. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the event 
is limited to 50 participants. You can learn more and register at 
fumcbellavista.com/ccmseminar or thecaringcongregation.com or contact Rev. Brenda 
Wideman at brenda@fumcbellavista.com. 



 


